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2017 Tainan—New York Exchange Program
Curated by Vida Sabbaghi

A Soulangh Montage

An artist exchange between COPE NYC and Cultural Affairs Bureau of Tainan City Government and Taiwanese
American Art Council afforded a unique opportunity for US based artists Sascha Mallon and Sun Young Kang
to create site specificinstallations at Soulangh Village in Tainan. The theme of the exchange is to connect
with Tainan’s landscape, culture, history, tradition, and the people in Soulangh Village. The artists did
extensive research about this former 17th century Dutch outpost. Their artistic practice, research, and
engagement with the local community allowed them to create A Soulangh Montage, an intersection of local
traditions and history with their personal perspectives.

Sascha Mallon, who grew up in Austria and studied artin Vienna, took elements from Taiwanese traditions
and integrated them into her stories about love, life, and transformation. Inspired by daydreams, she
included metaphors and common Taiwanese symbols in her visual fairytales. Fairytales are rooted in the
ways people live together and work through their issues. Solutions are sometimes death; not literal death,
but transformations.

Sascha’s drawings and sculpture focus on love, pleasure, and longing. When she

arrived in Taiwan she collected snapshot interviews with local people and used them as inspiration to create
a collection of sculptural objects associated with love. Sascha, who lives in New York with her husband and
daughter, isanartistin residence ata cancer center. Her work expands on her interest in life, transitions, and
the end of life.

Sun Young Kang is a book/paper artist. Her tools of blades and needles are the symbols of "disconnecting”
and "r ing"in human i ips between indivi and between countries. In herinstallation
sugar represents Tainan’s past, and a mirror, its future. The columns, symbols of wisdom, strength, beauty,
and spirituality, represent the experience between the past and the future. Sun Young's installation

i izes the i invisible in Tainan derived from its history and memories of the past. Sun
Young s originally from South Korea and she now lives in Buffalo, NY. Her work with paper is exhibited
nationally and internationally.

Curator Vida Sabbaghi studied art and design at Pratt Institute in NY. She is the founder and director of COPE
NYC which partners with local, national, and international organizations to foster the intersection of ideas
for creativity among diverse ities. This artists supports COPE's mission by fostering cross
cultural relationships through creative endeavors.
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