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An Inclusive World Project is pleased to announce “Extra! Extra! See All About It!” a two-person exhibition by artists, Jamie Martinez and Will Kurtz, 
which opens on  December 3 and continues through January 27 at the Port Authority, Times Square, New York City. The exhibition’s title is a play on 
the popular expression - Extra! Extra! Read All About it! – used among newsies in the early 1880s through the 1930s to get passerby’s attention. By 
replacing “Read” with “See” the artists signal their intent to disseminate art the way a newspaper circulates news. Although social media is reshaping 
the way we consume the news, newspapers and magazines are still very present and quintessential to our way of life. Port Authority newsstands 
and the individuals distributing newspapers who shout to attract our attention are tangible evidence of the flow between media and commuters. Both 
Martinez and Kurtz use newspapers as a formal component in their work, sometimes as a collage of words and colorful advertising, sometimes 
deconstructing and then reassembling bits and pieces into forms and shapes, and sometimes displaying the headlines and news to enhance our 
understanding of lived experiences.

Artist Jamie Martinez plays on the popular headlines of news media. He uses a technique he calls “Triangulism,” which is similar to Georges 
Seurat’s pointillism and Roy Lichtenstein’s high impact pop art where subject matters are broken down into shapes but with more abstract properties. 
Martinez deconstructs the images geometrically into triangles. You are faced with these images that are at once familiar, yet not, so they beg to be 
investigated. The text helps, but it is only when you use the lens of your cellphone that the image and text are deciphered. The cell is somewhat like 
the traditional viewfinder art students’ use, as it zooms and focuses in on the image.Perhaps for Jamie his interest in media comes from his work as 
founder and director of Arte Fuse, the popular contemporary art blog in New York City.

Will Kurtz’s life size newspaper figures of humans, dogs and objects encapsulate the different walks of life of New York City. His characters are 
inspired by people he has observed. They are flawed, marred by blotchy skin, hanging jowls, bags under their eyes, or folds under their belly fat. This 
makes for a bigger connection with his audience. The recycled newspaper, wadded up and crumpled, imposes its tenacity on the characters, forcing 
us to rethink the basis and nature of our own humanity, and our treatment of those on the fringe of society. Their realistic gestures are captivating 
and at times alarming. The newspaper imbues the figures with a naivety that is at once endearing and startling. These diverse characters connect 
to us on another level -- his collage of pieced together figures parallels the travelers in Port Authority as they too are spectators of the ongoing spec-
tacle (as well as part of it) while in transit. 

While Jamie Martinez’s puzzle pieces may look distorted, almost disappearing into oblivion amidst pixels of colors, and Will Kurtz’s pieced-together 
figures may seem invasive at first and make you feel uncomfortable, there is something much more potent happening here. By creating art from 
fragmented newsprints, Kurtz and Martinez challenge us to interrogate power structures and the way all strata of society are portrayed.


