
 

  

                      

           

                                 

Repsychling  
Curated by Vida Sabbaghi  

 

November 16 – December 16  

Opening Reception: November 19, 5 – 8 p.m.  

 

630 Flushing Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11206  

  
A striking post-industrial space with grey cinderblock walls and a twenty five foot 
ceiling, on the ground floor, will be the backdrop of COPE NYC’s major exhibit, 
Repsychling, curated by Vida Sabbaghi, an exhibition of artists known for their use of 
unwanted or humble materials. Will Kurtz forms realistic figures from newspapers, 
magically morphing his chosen material into skin, fabric, and hair. Aurora Robson turns 
plastic debris into gorgeous sea creatures, building hallucinatory coral reefs out of the 
very stuff that has invaded our oceans.  

 
Ukraine born Mark Khaisman composes portraits of Film Noir stars by layering 
translucent packaging tape onto clear backlit Plexiglas panels. Federico Uribe, originally 
from Bogota and now living in Miami, multiplies the most common tool for creating two 
dimensional artworks — the pencil — into the building blocks of his large-scale 
sculptures and collage sculptures, which bristle with a kind of staccato energy. Jean 
Shin makes sculptures from delicate umbrella skins: separated from their metal 
skeletons and sewn together; their thin circular fabrics appear like a congregation of 
flowers, jellyfish, or parachutes.  

 
Alice Hope creates complex patterns based on the binary code and other numerical 
systems from common industrial products like steel plates, perforated aluminum, and 
ferrite magnets— and, even, tabs. Contributing artist, Stephen J. Shanabrook, makes 
bunnies from melted pharmaceutical bottles, fitting for the former Pfizer Building. His 
early experiences would become intrinsic to the creation of his future artworks. His life 
as the son of an obstetrician and the town coroner and his work at a chocolate factory as 
a child meld together to become recurring elements in his work.  

 
Sui Park’s ‘weaving’ technique, a fabrication of monofilament and cable zip ties, can be 
easily mistaken for crochet. The cable ties look like interlocking loops of yarn or thread. 
Her organic sculptures fool the eyes into believing the material is soft, but once touched, 
the plasticity of the material introduces an unexpected sensation and an appreciation of 
how to creatively reuse common place industrial materials. Richard G. Driscoll’s 
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impressive life size statue has a strong presence with its metallic androgynous stature. 
Anna K. Lemnitzer’s use of altered objects, two-dimensional media, installation, and 
performance serve to stand as an extension of "self" and "psyche". This series of video 
performances serves as an examination of the body as object, reflection of society, and 
layer of the internal self.  

 
"Grand Mobile," a towering yet tender kinetic object by the Parisian sculptor and 
designer Jacques Jarrige stands out as a collaborative sculptural effort that began very 
small: for the past twenty years, the artist has held a workshop for the psychiatric 
patients at a center outside Paris, often building sculptures with sticks found on the 
hospital grounds. Together, Jarrige and his increasingly skillful artists have liberated 
tremulous gestural lines from rigid plywood sheets and animated the modest material 
into a soulful almost anthropomorphic figure.  

   
Opening night will feature a fashion show with garments made from outcast stuff from 
Material for the Arts. Students from the High School of Fashion Industries and Juan 
Morel Campos Secondary School designed and made the garments in partnership with 
COPE NYC. Veteran recycling artist Chin Chih Yang, who, over the past two decades, 
has singlehandedly amassed mountains of aluminum cans from all over New York, will 
carry out a performance not to be missed.  Join us from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.!  
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